Best ethical range

‘Ethical’ is a big word, and can mean different
things to different people depending on their
focus of concern. We believe thar all of the
companies we have featured in these Awards are
ethical in the sense that they think hard about
what goes into their products, who produces
them and how. They make honourable choices,
all the more commendable because they
operate in such a competitive indusury. They are
cruelty free and as such free of animal products,
although a few do contain honey, milk and/or
lanolin and are thus not suitable for vegans.
MNone have been tested on animals or contain
ingredients tested on animals within accepted
time limits.

Three cornpanies stood out os having made o

particulary rermarkoble contnbution to ethical beauty;
aach in its own way. Our winner is Lush, whose
unigue brand of Fresh Handmade Cosmetics is

now known - and smelled - throughout the LK and
beyond, As one of the few companies to feature

in the Awards which has o strong stand-alone high
street presence, Lush s well placed to bring the
ethics of beauty to public attention, and husband
ond wife founders Mark and Mo Constantine and
their dedicated team have grabbed this precious
ofspartunity with both hands. Most recently Lushs
anti-shark finning compaign received coverage in the
national press, creating video footoge that is sure to
exert pressure for chonge. But Lush also deserves
recognition for the many other ethical decisions

it mokes away from the public eve. This includes
donating profits to o wide range of animal welfare,
humanitarian and envionmentaliconservation
charities and a commitment o a comprehensive
policy against animal testing for cosmetics,

A highly commended award goes to Raw Gala,
producer of the warld's first range of living, organic
and vegan skincare products. Raw Gaia has
adopted an unprecedented “ethicol marketing”
approach to beauty and ageing. Row Gaia’s
founders believe that the [olse stondards of
beauty created by big name odverts have made
warnen (in poarticular) feel unsure about their
bodies, especially ageing skin. Feeling strongly
that this is @ very cruel (and crazy) thing to do,
they have removed any mention of de-ageing,
wrinkles, rejuvenation and such like from their
wehsite, Insteod they provide information about
maintaining healthy skin through o good dist
natul skincare

and o pesitve menta! attitude. They mode the
decision to adopt this palicy despite the foct that
the market for anti-ageing products is the fostest
growing segment in the skincare industry and the
Lifescape judges apploud them for putting their
principles first

Our second highly commended award goes ta
Akamuti, o small company situated in runal
Winles that has grown out of @ passion for tree
rmedicine, an obsession with plants and healing, and
a dream of making a lving by troding responsiby:
Akamuti products contain honey and beeswax that
5 fairly troded with forest beekeepers in the vost
stretches of unpoliuted forest in Zambia, providing
them with g sustainable income. The beekeepers
pass on their skills 1o the next generation, which is
vital to maintain the troditional way of life central to
the survival of the mdigenous pecple and the forests
that they e and work with, The Akamut team
assert that being fair involves us all and the way we
treat others.

Rajasana Otiende, Editor comments: T really am
hoppy to see three of my fovourite bronds win the
Best Ethical Range as each one stands out, in my
eyes. Lush are 50 inspiring with their never ending
supply of exciting and innovative new ideas and
campaigns; Akomudi deserve to win for their purity:
integrity and quality and just being exactly what o
natual skincare company should be, in my obinion,
and Row Gaia for having fobulous products ond
marketing and succeeding in o new area of row
skincare.”

Best Newcomer

The winner of this category is Beyond
Organic Skincare, o family run company
thert produces a | 00% natural and, what is rove,
a completely certified organic skincare range that
is truly effective. The ingredients are wild-crafied,
Fairtrade and emviranmentally sustainable with
no harmful chemical odditves. Pockaged in gloss
rather than plastic to ovoid tainting the products,
skincare products fike these don't come along
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every day.

Highly commended is Live MNative for its
handmade organic skin food. Combining expertise
in homeopathy and the raw foed philosophy; Lve
Native is an exciting innovator of Tving creoms)
which are already considered by many to be the
future of skincare, Also highly commended is. Clare
G. Harvey's Spirit of Beauty ronge,
Harvey has put her unnvalled knowledge of the
physical, psychological and spiritual healing powers
of flower essences o excellent use in cregting this
unusual range of moisturisers and other produts
with delicate floral scents.

Best sun care range

Studfies show that chemical compounds in
sunscreens con accurmwate in body fots and breast
milk, cousing hormondl changes. Lavera wins for
their non-chemical natual sunscreens made for the
whole family, including children. Lovera uses | 00%
natural mineral pigrments to deliver effective LA B
and C pratection in its Lavera SUN range. Minergl
pigments create a physical shield that sits on the
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